
 
August 22, 2022 

 

The Honorable Rashad Hussain 

Ambassador at Large For International Religious Freedom 

U.S. Department of State 

2201 C Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

 

Dear Ambassador Hussain:  

 

We are writing to express our concern for the Assyrian/Chaldean/Syriac Christians, Yezidis, and 

other ethnic and religious minorities in Iraq who continue to face unique and difficult challenges 

in their efforts to remain in and repatriate to their homeland. We have received new reports from 

local NGOs alleging that the expropriation and encroachment of lands and properties belonging to 

minority groups are ongoing in the provinces of Baghdad, Nineveh, Erbil, and Dohuk. The various 

types of land appropriation are a source of deep concern for Assyrians, as failures to protect the 

rights and property of minorities will contribute to the continued decline of the Assyrian and Yezidi 

populations in Iraq. 

 

Complaints about illegal seizures of Assyrian lands in Iraq go back decades. These claims include 

incidents where land seizures were linked to or perpetrated by powerful officials, tribal leaders, 

militia groups, or members of security forces. Of particular concern are long-standing reports that 

scores of Assyrian villages in the Kurdistan Region of Iraq have been subject to partial or complete 

appropriation. Assyrians and other minorities are frustrated by a perceived lack of meaningful 

action by the authorities and a lack of recourse in the courts. 

 

Due to these concerns, we believe a closer examination of this issue, focusing on the motivations 

for the land appropriation, the response of Iraqi and Kurdistan Regional Government officials, as 

well as their commitment to a just resolution, is necessary. We therefore request an update on how 

the United States can monitor the issue to help local authorities resolve it through a process which 

respects the rule of law and the rights of all parties. 

 

Assyrians, Yezidis, and other ethnic and religious minorities have suffered immensely at the 

hands of ISIS and other radical terrorist groups. The loss of lands and lack of faith in authorities 

risks further emigration of these groups from Iraq. We await your response and look forward to 

working together to finding solutions on this issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

____________________      ____________________ 

Jan Schakowsky       Barbara Lee    

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 



____________________      ____________________ 

Anna Eshoo        Andy Levin    

Member of Congress       Member of Congress 

 

 

 

____________________      

Josh Harder             

Member of Congress        

 


